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Stadtepartnerschaften
Bergisch Gladbach

Bergisch Gladbachs
twin towns:
Bourgoin-Jallieu
Luton

Velsen
Joinville-le-Pont
Runnymede
Marijampole
Limassol
Pszczyna

Beit Jala

Ganey Tikva

Butscha
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Bourgoin-Jallieu

Bourgoin-Jallieu with its population of 26.000 is
situated in the Département Isére in the middle of
the Rhdne-Alpes region, which is one of the most
important economic regions in France. The geo-
graphical location of the city is characterised by
the river Bourbe and the Plains between Lyon to
the north-west (42 km away) and Grenoble to the
south-east (64 km away).

The twinning Agreement was ratified on the French
National Holiday - otherwise known as Bastille Day
-1in 1956 making Bergisch Gladbach one of the very
first eighteen German cities to twin with cities in
France.

Together with Luton and Velsen, Bourgoin-Jallieu is
one of Bergisch Gladbach’s oldest twin cities. The
‘Arbeitskreis Deutsch-Franzésische Freundschaft’
was founded in 2013 during the anniversary year of
the Elysée Agreement and is responsible for both
twin cities resp. towns in France, Bourgoin Jallieu
and Joinville-le-Pont. It organizes various meetings
and cultural events and has contributed much to
successfully rekindling twinning with both cities.



Contact

Arbeitskreis

Deutsch-Franzésische Freundschaft
Klaus Wohlt

02202-56354

wohltklaus48 @gmail.de

Frederik Saalmann

0178-61694 99
nc-saalmafr@netcologne.de

City of Bergisch Gladbach
The Mayor’s Office

Anne Linden
02202-142497
alinden@stadt-gl.de
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Luton

Bergisch Gladbach’s twinning with Luton enjoys a
long history dating back to 1956. Luton is home to
220.000 inhabitants and is located approximately
50 km north of London in the east of England. As
a Unitary Authority it has its own independent ad-
ministration. The proximity to the capital and the
good transport links have lent Luton an industrial
character.

As early as 1951, even before the ratification of the
twinning Agreement, there were lively exchanges
between youth groups in both towns. This has con-
tinued over time and has since included school trips,
exchanges and artists’ meetings.

New impetus for the revitalisation of the city part-
nerships in England is taking place thanks to the
‘Arbeitskreis Partnerschaft mit Runnymede und
Luton’ which was founded in December 2014.
This was transferred to an association in 2021. An-
yone interested in being part of the association is
most welcome.



Contact

Phone

E-Mail

Phone

E-Mail

Phone

E-Mail

Partnerschaftsverein

Luton & Runnymede -Bergisch Gladbach e.V.
Angela Behrend

0151-16574574

gl-twintowns-uk@freenet.de

Norbert Brochhagen

0163-74326 67

gl-twintowns-uk@freenet.de

City of Bergisch Gladbach
The Mayor’s Office

Anne Linden
02202-142497
alinden@stadt-gl.de



Velsen

Together with Bourgoin-Jallieu and Luton, the
Dutch city of Velsen also belongs to the first cities
with which Bergisch Gladbach signed a twinning Ag-
reement. Located in the province of North Holland
at the mouth of the North Sea Canal, it lies only
22km from the capital city of Amsterdam. In the
19th century, the suburb of IImuiden was a port of
Amsterdam having a strong influence on its’ indus-
trial development. Today the community of Velsen
numbers some 67.000 inhabitants.

Since the signing of the twinning Agreement
in 1956 numerous activities have taken place
between the citizens of the two cities. Today,
Dietrich-Bonhoeffer-Gymnasium and Ichthus
Lyceum in Velsen still regularly organize ex-
changes. In 2005, the relationship between the
two cities attained a special significance when
Bergisch Gladbach and Velsen both donated
moneys to support Velsen’s twin city Galle,
Sri Lanka after it had been devastated by the cata-
strophic tsunami on Christmas Day 2004.

One is looking for people in Bergisch Gladbach
who want to take care of the intensification of
relations between the two cities. The city of
Bergisch Gladbach would like to help in establish-
ment of a Committee (Arbeitskreis).



City of Bergisch Gladbach
The Mayor’s Office

Anne Linden
02202-142497
alinden@stadt-gl.de



Joinville-le-Pont

£ Joinville-le-Pont is located to the south of Paris,
& b just a twenty-minute tram journey from Notre

& Dame. Approximately 17.500 inhabitants call this

e small district in the Département Val de Marne
home. As far back as 1960 the then autonomous
town of Bensberg agreed to twin with Joinville-le-
Pont; Joinville had previously twinned with Egham -
nowadays Runnymede. Bergisch Gladbach and Eg-
ham became partners in 1965 forming a three-way
connection between Joinville le-pont, Runnymede
and Bergisch Gladbach.

The citizens were impressed by the ‘beautiful town
on the Marne’, that extended a hearty welcome
to its German guests at the twinning Agreement
celebration. Since then there have been numerous
activities between both towns, such as school ex-
changes and meetings with artists. A strong sign of
friendship is symbolized by the ‘“Twin Town Concert’
which has taken place every year since 1986 invol-
ving all three towns.

The ‘Arbeitskreis Deutsch-Franzdsische Freund-
schaft’ was founded in 2013 during the anniversary
year of the Elysée Agreement and is responsible for
both twin towns in France, Bourgoin Jallieu and
Joinville-le-Pont.

Anyone who is interested in further developing
the friendly relationships is warmly welcomed to
take part!
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Arbeitskreis

Deutsch-Franzésische Freundschaft
Klaus Wohlt

02202-56354

wohltklaus48 @gmail.de

Frederik Saalmann

0178-61694 99
nc-saalmafr@netcologne.de

City of Bergisch Gladbach
The Mayor’s Office

Anne Linden
02202-142497
alinden@stadt-gl.de

Joinville-le-Pont























































